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NEWS AND EVENTS 

 
NEW MEMBERS AND TRANSFERS 
 

NEW MEMBERS TRANSFERS 
 

Nothing to Report 
 

 
Nothing to Report 

 
 
 
EVENTS 
 
Board Meeting:   
The next board meeting October 13, 2009 immediately following the luncheon. 
 
Tri-Chapter Luncheon 
December 8, 2009 
Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Birth Place in Yorba Linda 
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ARTICLES 

 
 

OIL QUEEN OF CALIFORNIA 
 

“Reprinted With Permission from The Petroleum Age © December 2008, The American Oil & 
Gas Historical Society. All Rights Reserved.” 

 
 

 
 
She would become a lady to be reckoned with in the rough and tumble world of the 
Los Angeles oil patch. 
 
Emma A. (McCutchen) Summers, a refined southern lady who graduated from 
Boston’s New England Conservatory of Music, moved to Los Angeles in 1893 to 
teach piano.  Summers was soon caught up in the excitement of California’s new 
petroleum exploration industry. 
 
With her home not far from where Edward Doheny had discovered the Los Angeles 
City Field just a year before, Summers invested $700 for half interest in a well just a 
few blocks from Doheny’s producer. 
 
Her well was between Court and Temple Streets, about a mile west of today’s Dodger 
Stadium. It didn’t go well. The casing collapsed and tools were lost, but she 
persevered. She borrowed another $1,800 to continue drilling the well and “Night after 
night, by the light of a flaring torch, she hovered over it, as if it were a sick babe’s 
cradle.” 
 
Weeks dragged on as the money dwindled, but the well finally came in. Encouraged, 
Summers drilled another well, and another, and another. She later recalled, “When I 
found myself $10,000 in debt, I thought if I ever got that paid and as much more in the 
bank, I would be glad to quit.”  But she didn’t quit. Summers became a constant 
presence in the forest of oil rigs that had turned the heart of Los Angeles into a 
“vibrant, oil-soaked little canyon.” The population doubled between 1890 and 1900 
and her oil business prospered.  By 1901, Summers was operating fourteen paying 
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wells of her own and leasing others to meet the market demand. “It has been like this 
with me always,” she recalled. “I saw a chance in the oil business and sunk a well, 
and that carried me on and on until I couldn’t stop.” 
 
Her wells produced 50,000 barrels each month. At first she sold her oil through local 
brokers, but eventually took on that challenge in addition to managing her supplies, 
40 horses, 10 wagons and a blacksmith shop. Summers sold her oil to downtown 
hotels, factories, Pacific Light & Power Co. and railroads.  “There are men in Los 
Angeles who do not like Emma A. Summers” proclaimed the July 1911 issue of 
Sunset magazine.  The former piano teacher had made enemies along the way to 
becoming known as the “Oil Queen of California.”  Summers expanded her holdings 
into real estate as World War I demand for petroleum increased her profits. She 
bought some of the first motion picture theaters in Los Angeles as well as apartment 
houses, several San Fernando Valley ranches, and a Wilshire Boulevard mansion.  
As the Los Angeles oil boom waned, Summers moved into her elegant hotel 
appropriately named the Queen. Years later she recalled, “Oh, how scared I was 
sometimes! I would start in on a big deal and then get scared and wonder where I’d 
land. But I usually came out all right.” 
 
She lived out her last years at the Biltmore and Alexandria hotels. Emma Summers’ 
“genius for affairs” put her in control of the Los Angeles City Field’s production and 
earned her oil queen title. She died in a Glendale nursing home in 1941 at age 83. 
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Do You Feel (Federally) Stimulated: 

Are Stimulus Dollars Really Having an Impact on California's Infrastructure? 
 

by Rick E. Rayl, Bradford B. Kuhn  
 

At just over 200 days into the life of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 ("Stimulus Plan"), it seems like an appropriate time to take stock of whether the 
$792 billion (or thereabouts) in stimulus funds ($48 billion of which are earmarked for 
transportation projects) are really changing infrastructure on the ground in California. 
As one might imagine, the view of whether things are happening correctly, fast 
enough, etc., is subject to a fair amount of political spin, and the statistics are filled 
with opportunities to make whatever political point one might want to make.  
 
However, some quantifiable measures of what has happened in 2009 do exist, and 
they reveal at least a bit of the Stimulus Plan's real world impact. First, some of the 
"big picture" numbers. The $792 billion in stimulus money is not all spending money; 
approximately $210 billion is realized through tax cuts. Of the approximately $580 
billion in spending, only about 15 percent -- or $89 billion -- has been spent through 
early September. Another $128 billion is "in progress," and about $364 billion remains 
to be spent. But this does not tell the whole story if one wants to know about 
infrastructure projects, as much of the stimulus money has nothing to do with 
infrastructure.  
 
When one looks at the various government agencies that control the money, it is clear 
that some agencies are spending their allocations much faster than others. For 
example, the Social Security Administration has spent about $13 of its $15 billion-
dollar allocation around 86 percent. The Department of Transportation, by contrast, 
has spent only about $2 billion of its $48 billion-dollar allocation -- around five percent. 
In other words, where infrastructure is concerned, the expenditures in the first 200 
days fall short of the 15 percent figure for overall spending. Even that does not tell the 
whole story if one wants to know about infrastructure projects in California.  
 
Of the $48 billion earmarked for transportation projects (the most readily-identifiable 
infrastructure dollars), California's projected allocations include approximately (1) 
$2.57 billion for highways, local streets and roads, freight and passenger rail, and port 
infrastructure projects, and (2) $1.07 billion for transit projects. Another $13 billion in 
transportation funds (for things such as high speed rail, aviation, and AMTRAK) are 
not allocated to any particular jurisdiction, meaning California's overall allocation 
could be much higher.  
 
As of August 7, approximately $1.8 billion had been allocated to California's 
transportation infrastructure. Of the 489 road and bridge stimulus projects that money 
represents, only eight percent were underway. On the other hand, that eight percent 
represent some of the larger projects being funded, as they will consume about a 
quarter of the $1.8-billion allocation.  
 
In terms of some of the larger counties in the state, approved transportation 
allocations to date break down as follows:  

• Alameda -- $260 million for 10 projects;  
• Los Angeles -- $636 million for 20 projects;  
• Orange -- $86 million for 5 projects;  
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• Riverside -- $34 million for 8 projects;  
• San Bernardino -- $155 million for 13 projects;  
• San Francisco -- $138 million for 21 projects; and  
• San Diego -- $133 million for 10 projects.  

 
There are some visible bright spots, though they do not necessarily involve new 
infrastructure. For example, Caltrans just last week began repaving portions of the 
San Joaquin Hills Transportation Corridor (State Route 73) in Orange County; the 
project is being funded by a $77 million Stimulus Plan grant approved on July 10.  
 
In the Bay Area, construction is set to commence this fall on badly needed 
improvements to a key approach to the Golden Gate Bridge. Thanks to $100 million 
in Stimulus Plan dollars, the project will be done now, rather than in April 2011, when 
it had been slated to begin.  
 
Other large transportation projects currently (or soon to be) underway will also 
generate real benefits for California. These include: 
 

• The Alameda County Caldecott Tunnel Improvement Project, which involves 
constructing a fourth tunnel to connect Alameda and Contra Costa counties 
via State Route 24 (receiving $192 million in Stimulus Plan dollars). This 
project was put on hold earlier this year in light of California's state budget 
woes, but it appears that construction will commence this fall thanks to the 
Stimulus Plan dollars. 

•  
The I-215 North Corridor Project, which will add new lanes to the I-215 
through the city of San Bernardino (receiving $128 million in Stimulus Plan 
dollars). Caltrans has acquired the right-of-way for Phase 3 of this project, 
and a groundbreaking ceremony is set for this week. 
 

• The SR-905 Project, which will add a new freeway from the I-805 to the Otay 
Mesa port of entry at the Mexico border (receiving $78 million in Stimulus 
Plan dollars). This project is currently under construction, and is one of the 
first projects involving new right-of-way to commence construction using 
Stimulus Plan dollars.  

• Aside from transportation projects, the Stimulus Plan calls for improvements 
to our utility system, education infrastructure, and energy infrastructure. As 
with transportation projects, the Stimulus Plan's first 200 days has not seen a 
flurry of shovels in the ground in these areas, but money has been allocated, 
construction is starting, and more money should follow in the upcoming 
months.  

 
So what does it all mean? The money is getting here, but not nearly as fast as many 
hoped. And, even when it arrives, the Stimulus Plan does not ensure vast new 
infrastructure in California. Still, with things like four water main breaks in a few days 
(last week in Los Angeles) and a major crack discovered on the Bay Bridge (over 
Labor Day weekend), any money committed to California's aging infrastructure is 
welcome news.  
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EDUCATION CORNER 

 
Orange You Ready For Some Education? 

 
Hello Orange County Chapter 67 members…Mike Williams here, your new Education 
Chair.  I’d like to introduce myself to you and let you all know what your chapter’s 
Education Committee has in store for you in the coming months and 2010. 
 
As you have probably already realized, there has been a gap over the past year and 
a half where courses in Orange County haven’t been held.  Well, we’re about to 
change that.  Starting in December, we’ve got two Engineering-type classes for the 
non-engineer; Engineering Plan Development & Applications and Property 
Descriptions.  Both courses have world-class Facilitators and will teach you what you 
need to know to work and communicate in the same language as those Project 
Managers, Engineers and Design Teams.  In 2010, we’re planning on holding the 
SR/WA Study Session & Exam as well as several courses required for the new URA 
Certification program.  We’d like to make sure that your educational needs are being 
met, if not here in Orange County than at one of our neighboring chapters.   If you, 
your agency or company have any specific courses that you’d like to have us 
schedule, please contact me right away (pun intended) and we’ll see what we can do. 
 
A Plea for Help:  The Education Committee and the Chapter need your help with 
coordinating our classes.  There’s a simple 45-minute online tutorial and exam that 
will qualify you to become a Certified Course Coordinator.  Becoming a Certified 
Course Coordinator definitely has its benefits.  If you are able to hold a successful 
class, meeting certain attendance requirements, you’ll qualify for financial incentives, 
such as a major discount on your registration or perhaps even take the class for 
FREE!!!  Just logon to the IRWA website (http://www.irwaonline.org/) and go to the 
Coordinator Information page under the Education tab to learn more.  
 
As always, make sure to attend the monthly luncheons and have your $100 Course 
Discount Coupon initialed by the Treasurer each time.  Once you’ve obtained three 
months of initials, the coupon can be redeemed for $100 off of any Chapter 67 offered 
course.  Coupons are found inside the “Bundle of Writes”, our monthly chapter 
newsletter. 
 
Here’s what’s currently scheduled: 
 

901 Engineering Plan Development & Applications 12.10.09 Irvine, CA 
 

902 Property Descriptions 12.11.09 Irvine, CA 
 

SR/WA Study Session & Exam – TENTATIVE May, 2010 
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

There are no employment opportunities at this time. 

 

 
 



Course Description:  
This course provides participants with a working knowledge of plotting 
and interpreting property descriptions. The course has been designed 
to provide “hands-on” experience in working with property descriptions. 

Prerequisites: 
It is highly recommended that participants successfully complete 
IRWA Course 900, “Principles of Real Estate Engineering”, or have 
two (2) years of right of way engineering experience and have  
familiarity with use of an engineering scale, protractor and  
handheld calculator, prior to attending this class. 
 
Topics:  
 Requirements of a valid description 
•    Use of the rectangular grid system 
•    When and how to use the point and centerline method 
•    Sources of uncertainties 
•    Subdivision descriptions 
•    Metes and bounds descriptions  
 
 

Course Tuition Includes:  
   Participant’s Manual; engineering tools    
   (engineering scale, protractor and straight  
   edge) 

 
Required Materials:  
Mechanical Pencil 
Handheld Calculator  
 
Who Should Take This Course:  
This course is an engineering course for 
non-engineers who are called upon to 
write or interpret property descriptions.  

Course 902: 
Property Descriptions   

Course 902: 
Property Descriptions 

19750 S. Vermont Ave, Suite 220 
Torrance, CA  90502 
Phone:  (310) 538-0233 
www.irwaonline.org 

Coming Soon! 



About the Facilitator: 
 
Ralph C. Brown, SR/WA, has been in the right of way field for over 40 years. 
As a Senior Right of Way agent with Caltrans he was involved with negotiations 
and appraisals. He testified in court as an expert appraiser, prepared appraisals 
in anticipation of condemnation and supervised the preparation of narrative 
appraisal reports. For 16 years as a Staff V.P. with IRWA Mr. Brown managed 
the Association's education program. He developed courses, monitored outside 
course developers, conducted Instructor Certification Clinics, taught IRWA 
courses and presented seminars. Mr. Brown currently is an independent review 
appraiser specializing in partial take appraisals. 
 

 

Sponsor:  IRWA Chapter 67 
Date:  December 11, 2009 
Time:  8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
City:  Irvine, CA 
  
Class Location: 
HDR Engineering 
3230 El Camino Real, Suite 200 
Irvine, CA 92602 
Phone: (714) 730-2300 

Accommodations:                       Rates: (starting at) 
Holiday Inn—Orange County Airport      Single: $79 + 6.32 Tax 
3131 South Bristol Street                     Double: $79 + 6.32 Tax 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
Phone: (714) 557-3000 
 
Please call the hotel directly at (800) 362-1655 for reservations. 
Room rates are available 3 days prior & 2 days after Dec. 10th.  
Reservations received after Dec. 2nd will be provided on a space 
available basis. Free shuttle service will be provided between  
Orange County Airport and the hotel, as well as between the hotel 
and the class facility location.  

Course Coordinator: 
Michael Williams 
3230 El Camino Real, Suite 200 
Irvine, CA 92602 
Phone: (714) 730-2438 
Fax: (714) 730-2301 
Email: Mike.Williams@hdrinc.com 

Cancellation Policy: All classes scheduled by IRWA 
chapters are subject to cancellation. All class regis-
trants are encouraged to contact the Course Coordina-
tor prior to making travel arrangements, keeping in 
mind that the class may be canceled at any time at the 
chapter’s discretion. Fully liquidated damages for any 
losses incurred by a class registrant are limited solely to 
a refund of the registrant’s prepaid course registration, 
if any, and IRWA and its chapters assume no other 
registrant liability resulting from class cancellation. 
Please see irwaonline.org for complete policy details.   
Refund Policy: Written notification of intent to cancel 
registration must be received by both the Course  
Coordinator and World Headquarters Staff prior to the 
class start date in order to be eligible for a tuition re-
fund. 100% refund if notice is received 15 days or 
more prior to class start date; 75% refund if notice is 
received less than 15 days prior; no refund will be 
issued for notice received on or after class start date. 

Four Ways to Register: 
Online: www.irwaonline.org  
Fax: 310-538-1471 
Phone: 310-538-0233 x138 
Contact Coordinator 

  
Course 902: Property Descriptions   

Course 902: December 11, 2009  Irvine, CA   Register Online www.irwaonline.org or Fax this  Entire Page to IRWA: 310-538-1471 
 
 

 I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I    
  Last Name                                                                                      First Name 

 I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I         
  Title 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__l__I__l__l__l__l__l         
  Company Name 
 
 I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__l__I__l__l__l__l__l       
  Address 

 
 
 
 
 

 I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__l__I__l__l__l__l__l        
  City, State, Zip 

 
 
 
 
 

 (______)________-__________             □ Yes   □ No        I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__l__I__l__l__l__l        
  Phone                  Member  Member ID Number 

 
 I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__l__I__l__l__l__l__l       
  Email Address 
 

       Registration             Member       Non-Member         Total Tuition 
       Deadlines                Tuition             Tuition                       Amount Due 
 

Before :                                                __  _  $_______                      
                           

  After :                     $_______      
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRINT NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CARD: ______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Amex □   MC □   Visa □   Card #:______________________________ Exp:________ 3-Digit CVV:______ 

Signature:______________________________________  Amount to be Charged:____________________ 

$265.00 $330.00 

$290.00 $355.00 

        Total Member Registrants:  ___ 
 
Total Non-Member Registrants:  ___ 

 

If payment includes the fees registrants other 

than yourself check here □ 
 

(Please submit names of other registrants on a  

 

separate paper along with this form) 

Will you also be attending?  □Yes  □No   

11/13/2009 

11/13/2009 



Course Description:  
The purpose of this course is to enable participants to improve their plan 
reading skills in order to perform their jobs more easily, effectively and  
efficiently. The course was designed to enable participants to improve their 
skills in using engineering plans and drawings. 
Prerequisites: 
It is highly recommended that participants successfully complete IRWA Course 100, 
“Principles of Land Acquisition” or IRWA Course 900, “Principles of Real Estate Engineering”, 
or have otherwise acquired a basic understanding of engineering terminology and principles 
and have two (2) years engineering right of way experience, prior to attending this class.  
 
Topics:  
 How to read topographic and property information on plans 
 The interrelationship of plan, profile and cross section sheets 
 How to determine the horizontal and vertical alignment of a centerline 
 How to use aerial photogrammetry 
 Plane coordinates 
 Utility line crossings of highways 
 Contour line characteristics 
 How to calculate earthwork 
 Interpreting right of way plans 

 
 
 

Course Tuition Includes:  
     Participant’s Manual; engineering tools  
     (engineering scale, protractor and straight  
     edge) 

 
Required Materials: 
Mechanical Pencil  
Handheld Calculator 
 
Who Should Take This Course:  
This course is designed for the new 
non-engineer employee who has ac-
quired a basic understanding of engi-
neering terminology and principles and 
has two years engineering right-of-way 
experience.  It is also a valuable re-
fresher course for experienced agents.  

Course 901: 
Engineering Plan Development 
and Application 

Course 901: 
Engineering Plan Development and Application 

19750 S. Vermont Ave, Suite 220 
Torrance, CA  90502 
Phone:  (310) 538-0233 
www.irwaonline.org 

Coming Soon! 



About the Facilitator: 
 
Lee S. Aitken, SR/WA, is the Director of Land Management & Contracts 
at Tucson Electric Power Company in Southern Arizona, with 15 years 
tenure in the position, and 14 years of earlier experience in the acquisition 
field. Mr. Aitken represents the Secretary of the Interior, Gail Norton, on 
the Arizona Bureau of Land Management Resource Advisory Council. Mr. 
Aitken is approved to teach all engineering courses for the IRWA, as well 
as the Effective Written Communications Course 211. In addition, Mr. Ait-
ken teaches a comprehensive course on the metes & bounds description 
through his own organization, Scrivener's Art, Ltd. 
 

Sponsor:  IRWA Chapter 67 
Date:  December 10, 2009 
Time:  8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
City:  Irvine, CA 
  
Class Location: 
HDR Engineering 
3230 El Camino Real, Suite 200 
Irvine, CA 92602 
Phone: (714) 730-2300 

Accommodations:                       Rates: (starting at) 
Holiday Inn—Orange County Airport      Single: $79 + 6.32 Tax 
3131 South Bristol Street                     Double: $79 + 6.32 Tax 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
Phone: (714) 557-3000 
 
Please call the hotel directly at (800) 362-1655 for reservations. 
Room rates are available 3 days prior & 2 days after Dec. 10th.  
Reservations received after Dec. 2nd will be provided on a space 
available basis. Free shuttle service will be provided between  
Orange County Airport and the hotel, as well as between the hotel 
and the class facility location.  

Course Coordinator: 
Michael Williams 
3230 El Camino Real, Suite 200 
Irvine, CA 92602 
Phone: (714) 730-2438 
Fax: (714) 730-2301 
Email: Mike.Williams@hdrinc.com 

Cancellation Policy: All classes scheduled by IRWA 
chapters are subject to cancellation. All class regis-
trants are encouraged to contact the Course Coordina-
tor prior to making travel arrangements, keeping in 
mind that the class may be canceled at any time at the 
chapter’s discretion. Fully liquidated damages for any 
losses incurred by a class registrant are limited solely to 
a refund of the registrant’s prepaid course registration, 
if any, and IRWA and its chapters assume no other 
registrant liability resulting from class cancellation. 
Please see irwaonline.org for complete policy details.   
Refund Policy: Written notification of intent to cancel 
registration must be received by both the Course  
Coordinator and World Headquarters Staff prior to the 
class start date in order to be eligible for a tuition re-
fund. 100% refund if notice is received 15 days or 
more prior to class start date; 75% refund if notice is 
received less than 15 days prior; no refund will be 
issued for notice received on or after class start date. 

Four Ways to Register: 
Online: www.irwaonline.org  
Fax: 310-538-1471 
Phone: 310-538-0233 x138 
Contact Coordinator 

  
Course 901: Engineering Plan Development and Application 

Course 901: December 10, 2009  Irvine, CA   Register Online www.irwaonline.org or Fax this  Entire Page to IRWA: 310-538-1471 
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 I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__l__I__l__l__l__l__l       
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 I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__l__I__l__l__l__l__l        
  City, State, Zip 

 
 
 
 
 

 (______)________-__________             □ Yes   □ No        I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__l__I__l__l__l__l        
  Phone                  Member  Member ID Number 

 
 I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__l__I__l__l__l__l__l       
  Email Address 
 

       Registration             Member       Non-Member         Total Tuition 
       Deadlines                Tuition             Tuition                       Amount Due 
 

Before :                                                __  _  $_______                      
                           

  After :                     $_______      
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRINT NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CARD: ______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Amex □   MC □   Visa □   Card #:______________________________ Exp:________ 3-Digit CVV:______ 

Signature:______________________________________  Amount to be Charged:____________________ 

$265.00 $330.00 

$290.00 $355.00 

        Total Member Registrants:  ___ 
 
Total Non-Member Registrants:  ___ 

 

If payment includes the fees registrants other 

than yourself check here □ 
 

(Please submit names of other registrants on a  

 

separate paper along with this form) 

Will you also be attending?  □Yes  □No   

11/12/2009 

11/12/2009 



 
 
 

We are also happy to introduce our new $100 course discount coupon for 
members of Chapter 67.   All you need to do is attend three luncheon meetings 
within the next year and ask the Treasurer to initial your coupon to receive the 
discount on Chapter 67 sponsored IRWA courses. 

$100 Discount Coupon 
 Redeemable for IRWA Chapter 67  

Course Tuition Discount 
 

Must Be a Member of Chapter 67 
And Attend Three Luncheon Meetings 

 

Treasurer’s Initials     Expires 12/09 


